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Theholiday:

Thisfolksongofunknownoriginisusuallyknownsimplyas“TheLoiKrathongSong”,Itcelebrates
theLoi Krathong holidayinThailand,whichfallsonthefullmoonofthetwelfthlunarmonthinmid-
November,celebratingtheendoftherainyseason.Traditionally,Thaipeoplegotothelocalrivers,
canals,oranyotheraccessiblebodyofwatertofloatakrathong,a"smallfloatmadeofbanana
leaves(sadly,nowoftenmadeofstyrofoam),whichalsoincludesflowers,acandle,someincense
sticksandacoin.

Thedance:

Anotherpartofthistraditionistheramwong, agracefulfolkdanceinwhichmenandwomendancein
pairsincircle,(thename“ramwong”literallymeanstodanceinacirclewithone’shands).Ithasbeen
verypopularamongThaisandforeignerssinceTheSecondWorldWar,whentenramwong songand
dancepatternsknowntodaywereestablishedaspartofaNationalismpromotionbyPrimeMinister
FieldMarshallPlaekPibulsongkramin1938.
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Thewords:

wan-pen duean sip-sawng Onthefullmoon(of)thetwelfthmonth,

nam gaw nawng dtem dtaling Aswaterfillstothebanks,

rao tung-laai chai-ying Wemenandwomen

sanook gun jing wun loy gratong ReallyhaveahappytimeonLoiKrathongday.

loy loy grating Float,floatthekrathongs,

loI loI gratong Float,floatthekrathongs,

loy krathong kan laew Afterwe'vefloatedourkrathongs,

khaw choen nawngkaew Iinviteyou,mydarling

awk maa ramwong Tocomeoutanddancearamwong.

ramwong wan loy krathong RamwongonLoiKrathong!

ramwong wan loy krathong RamwongonLoikrathong.

bun ja song hai rao sukjai Makingmeritwillgiveushappiness.

bun ja song hai rao sukjai Makingmeritwillgiveushappiness.

Aboutthearrangementandrecording:

Iactuallybeganworkingonthisin1987,whenIwasstuckinShanghaionabusinesstripwithnothing
todoforentertainment(timeshavechanged).It’spartofanongoingprojectofsettingoldAsian
songsinunconventionalways.

Thisisaninstrumentalarrangementisscoredforpiccolo,flute,sopranoandaltosaxophones,khaen
(aNortheasternThaireedinstrument)trumpet,trombone,harp,piano,Rhodeselectricpiano,12-
stringguitar,electricbassguitar,xylophone,marimba,vibraphone,percussion(includingtrapset,
gongsandJapanesesingingbowls),a“wordless”chorus(SATB)andstrings.

Inthisrecording,allinstrumentsareactuallydigital“samples”playedbackwithGigastudio2.54and
recordedwithProToolsHDat48-kHz,24-bitresolution.Thedigitalmasterwasencodeddirectlyto
MP3.

JohnMelcher
Bangkok,October,2005
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